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taining che een of three a Pe in ther — 
1 N Eternal and perſonal Election; Original Sin; Par- A 
bular Reden tion; Free Juſtification. by the imputed dien 
pulneſs of Chriſt; Efficacious Grace in Regeneration; 1 
e Final Perſeverance of the Saints; and the independenigg's: or 2323 ͤ 
ongre ational Order of the Churches of Chriſt . 3 oy 
'To 42 ſeyeral-Churches they repreſent, or have atv Let-: = 
rs from, meeting as SUTTON ASHFIELD, ern B 
SFHEEPSHEAD, LEICESTER, SUTTON in the El Nis, ARNSBY, - ; e 
Fox rox, OAKHAM, SPALDING, SoHAM, KETTERING, , © 
Waroxavx, NorTHAMPTON, Roan, ONE OA 
; ron, and ST. ALBANS; as alſo to the many Churches not 
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ft in this Aſſociation, who, notwithſtanding, . * 3% w 
by the Attendance of their Miniſter ne and Members: | 1000 
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" race be to you, and Peace fel 0 our Cade ard bee l. „ 
Lord 7 efus br., | E 225 * ty 
Pant beloved in the Lord ! ht See: Le LES 0 1 5 3 2 
UGH we live in a RY ia Word, seh the „ Kd x: 
Say and watchful prop dene of our ind zent God. we 5 — 2 
„have fufyived another year; and have been; favoured with > +. 
"Ig annual FW an event this, Which we ought. - 
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logk with indifference, but ſurvey with Eratitude, and — 
Inſider” it as, a Adige in Providence to ſummon us alreſſn to d ſucy . LS 1 yr 


iligence in gur 85 "cauſe. * ©. _ 
Ice the laſt Affociatioh we have loſt two tatudble Brethren® ; * 9 
zadgmenr, maekneſz anch! love were conſpicuous on theſe ob. ä 
s :* maß theſeginſtances of mortality rouſeus that ſurvive. 02-7 2 
tation of their amiable characters, and inſpite us with in reaſ- 
Vor to ſupply their abſence? © „ 
E 1 and eflengers being aſſembled. at the place Ps Ws „ 
2 ne wi the brethren had engaged in prayer, x 31 48 
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1 
with that mixture of joy and ſorrow, which the nature ef their con- 
tents required. It is with deep concern we inform you, that ſeve- 
ral of our churches are without Paſtors, and ſome of them have 
not the ſtated means of grace; while others complain of declenſions 
and languor. O, that we may all plead with God for reviving 
from his preſence ! It is, however, with pleaſure we can inform 
you that ſome have enjoyed revivings, are well attended, and that 
the work of the Lord is going forward: ſo that, upon the whole, 
though we have reaſon to be deeply humbled, there is cauſe for 
thankfulneſs and praiſe. by „ 25 | 

Laſt year we endeavoured to ſhew the nature, dignity, order, 
&c. of a Goſpel Church; and, as an improvement of what we 
then ſuggeſted, ſhall now point out the duties incumbent upon 

members of ſuch a Society—the way and manner in which they 
mould be performed—the motives by which they are enforc'd- ani i 
the conſequences reſulting from a proper regard to them. 85 
The duties which Members of ſuch a body ought to regard, may 
be conſidered either as private or public, as perfonal or relative, 2M 
particular or general: however, it is not our deſign, nor do yg ſup- 
poſe that you can expect us at preſent, to enter into a copious 
diſplay of every duty preſcribed in the word of God, though we 
earneitly wiſh your diligent regard to every precept contained in it, 

As all duties, whether private or public, perſonal or relative, 
owe their beauty, vigour, ſpirituality, and acceptablenefs to the in- 
fluence received from Chriſt the head of the church, it ought to be 
your daily concern to be dealing with the bleod of ſprinkling : for, Wl 

as all the veſſels of the ancient ſanctuary were ſprinkled with blood, 
and thereby conſecrated ; fo, if ever your ſervices be acceptable, it 


not only our 
loved, 1 


up a ſpiritual houſe, an holy prieſthood, to offer up ſpiritual ſacriffces 
acceptable to God by Feſus Cheri We with you ever to 15 9 
his atoning ſacrifice, as the only way in which "x can perfoin Wl 

In him there is 


ties, and perſorm them in his ſtrength, as well as agreeable to his Wl 


commands. Live under an abiding ſecne that they will be dry, ea 
abſolute drudgery, except you derive enlivening, invigorating n- 
fluences from Jeſus. You cannot live, nor lean too much upon Wl 
him, Hear his own account of this matter, John 15. 5. Wited B 
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„ | 
e you can do nothing. You have great need, therefore, to advert 
o the Apoſtle's advice, when he faith; Be frong in the Lord and 


the power of his might. — Thou therefore my ſon, be ftrong in 
5 at. A in Chrift Jeſus. Let the proud Phariſee boaſt 


Ns f his piety, and the haughty moraliſtof his power to perform duty; 
105 ut let it be your concern to glory in nothing, ſave in the croſs of 
rm . Y 


hriſt. Prove, by your conduct, in this reſpect, that Chriſt is 
our green fir tree from whom all your fruit is found. Without a dai- 
ſupply from him, you will never be devoted fe him. We wiſh 
ou to riſe above the Phariſce and Formaliſt, and to prove, by eve- 
part of your conduct, that CHRIST IS ALL AND IN ALL. 
As a cheerful, conſtant diſcharge of relative duties depends upon 
rſonal religion, or internal godlineſs ; you ſhould be Rat 
bncerned, as. individuals, to have your ſouls kept alive to God. 
or you will never be uniform and ſpiritual, in public and relative 
ties, if internal religion be neglected, or ſuperficially regarded. 
our great concern, dear brethren, ſhould ever be, to enjoy conſtant 
dMAmunion with God, in private devotion. Therefore, be fre- 
ent and ſolemn in ſelf-examination ; conſcientious, and conſtant 
the diſcharge of ſecret duties ; ever remembering, that external 
rvices, without internal godlineſs, are only like leaves without fruit. 
we a ſpecia regard to the internal ſprings of your actions, and 
e different movements of your ſouls towards God; whether your 
th, hope, love, humility and patience are ſuitably exerted, and 
eetly employed. If, through grace, you are enabled to walk 
th God, having your ſouls winged with zeal, and fired with gra- 
de, the motions of the mind beating an even pulſe towards God; 
will facilitate every relative and public duty. The great con- 
n of all, then' ſhould be, to know God for theirſelves, and toen- 
him as their portion; for without ſome experimental acquain- 
ce with ſpiritual things, we ſhall either be wholly regardleſs of 
ic and relative duties, or perform them with great reluctance. 
ſure of it, if our own vineyard be neglected, our neighbours will 
be much regarded. „ | 

hough we are, or ought to be, jointly concerned to carry on 
cauſe of religion in our collective capacity; yet it is proper for 


es confider, that there are different employments allotted. to us 
J che providence of God; and that the ſeveral ſtations ought to 
e ec and filled by thoſe who occupy them: Rom. 12. 6, 7, 8. 
7. A ng then gifts differing, according ts the grace that is given us,whe- 
15 A Þropheſy, let us prophecy accur ding to the proportion of faith :. Or 
* 3 00 let us wait on our miniſtering, &c. Wichout a regard to the 
or duty and ſphere of action, nothing but anarchy will enſue. 
1 ce of us who are inveſted with any office in the Church, ought 
* ouily to conſider the obligations under which we lie. Such who 
5 = the 20nour to be miniſters and paſtors in the churches, ought 
me | 


"© 7 | diligently 


. / 
diligently to feed the church of God, by preaching the precious 
truthof the goſpel, adminiſtering ordinances, &c. To ſtudy to ap- 
prove themſelves unto God and men, to be faithful to their 
charge, to dwell upon the more ſubſtantial. parts of religion, 
able to defend the truths of Chriſt againſt undermining Hereticks; 
to be clear, conciſe and ſpiritual ; their ſtile ought to be manly, 
nervous and plain: in ſhort, every part of their conduct whether 
in preaching, adminiſtering ordinances, or viſiting their people, 
ought to indicate the unutterable dignity, value, and importance 
cf their great and ſacred employ. See their duty fully delineate 
in Dr. Gill's Body of practical Div. Vol. 3d. Likewiſe a ſermon 


deleribe the officers in the church, or their duties in particular, but 
our obligation in general, we ſhall proceed to point out the duties 


3 
3 


preached by brother Hall at the dination of brother Moreton 0 ene 
Kettering. = EL | = 7 

So likewiſe the Deacons, the other order of officers in the church, A 7 
have an employment arduous and honorable z3 their principal em- 4 Tt: 
ploy ſ-2ms to be helpers of the church and miniſter; to take car: WW: 
of tables, viz the Lord's table, the miniſter's table, and the poors nn 
table; their work and office require much wiſdom and prudence, B. 
faithfulneſs and love, activity and zeal, &c. _ | rue 

It is well for miniſters and deacans to conſider the place they mf 
ſtand in, and the account they have to give in a little time: that ; nt 1 
ought always to ſound if their ears, Thu mut give an account of thy ARE (ira 
Gtwwardhip. As there is a reciprocal obligation, between the ofi- ch 
cers in the Church, and the Members in general, fo likewiſe the Ent! 
I:cter ought to conſider their duty to their miniſters and deacons : ere 
ht as our principal deſign in addrefling you this year, is not In 


which every Church of Chriſt ought carefully, and conſtantly to 


practiſe, As all cvangelical obedience is founded upon, connected e th 
with, and flow from a proper acquaintance with truth; it moſt en- 9 cun 
dently follows, that every church ought to be concerned, ſtudiouſſ ver 
concern'd for the faith and order of the goſpel. If once truth ro 
gone, or trifled with, what kind of a body ſhall we be? You oug rp 
to be tenacious for the pure, unmixed, unadulterated goſpel: a onf 
to conſider truth as a jewel which ought not to be bartered a ð Pe! 
on any account. 2 Cor. 13.8. Fer we can do nothing againſt Heir 
truth, but for the truth. Prov. 23. 23. Buy the truth, and ſell i the 
ut. Eſpecially you ought to ſtand fait in this day of aboundin ne de 


errors. 

So with reſpect to the order of the goſpel; be concern'd to m 
the giing out, and coming in of the houſe, Ezek. 43.11. If an indiffet- 
ence once prevail amo:igſt you, concerning either of theſc branch- b 
es of duty, your glory as churches will be tarniſhed, and you wn 
other duties ſullied, if not entirely ſpoiled. For what will it aval 
for us to bring zeal without knowledge; fancy inſtead of faith. 
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3 
is dangerous to deviate from any part of revealed truth, or order: 
e ought not to decline to the right hand or to the left: we ought 

ver to remember, we have to do with a holy God, who is 20% to 

reſcribe his own truth and worſhip ; u to require what he has 
reſcribed ; and powerful to revenge a neglect, or indifference about 
ther. Jude 3. Contend earneſtly for the faith once delivered to the 
aints, Phil. 1. 27. Striving tegether for the faith of the goſpel. 

Cor. 1. 10. Now 1 beſeech you brethren, by the name of our Lord 

eſus Chriſt, that you all ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there be as 

viſions among you 3 but that ye be perfectly joined together in the fame 
ind, and in the Forty judgment. The apoſtle. joins theſe to- 
ether, and repreſents them as matter of joy to his mind 

der a vieſh of his abſence from the Coloſſian Saints. Col. 2. 

For tho” I be abſent in the Fleſh, yet am I with yon in the ſpirit, 

vins, and beholding your order, and the ſtedfaſineſs of your faith in 

J. Achurch thus ſtriving together, is terrible as an army with 
anners, Cant. 6. 4. | | 

Beſides, we as members of a church of Chriſt, ought to have 

rvent love to each other; without this, all connections are un- 

dmfortable. Yourrelation to each other requires it; it is unplea- 
nt without it: it is this which makes communion of ſaints ſo 
firable. Read Pſalm 133. Surely we who have ſuch a Saviour, 
ch a Spirit, ſuch a goſpel, ſuch examples, &c. ought tolove fer- 
ntly. See this amplified and inforced in your laſt year's letter, 

herein the 13 chap. of 1 Cor. is analized. | 3 

In church fellowſhip, there ought to be a ſtudious concern, and 

nſtant endeavour, to maintain, and promote peace as well as pu- 

Wy. We ought to ſtand at the utmoſt diſtance, from every thing 

at may break it, conſiſtent with truth. In order to promote this, 

* thould ſtudy each others tempers and diſpoſitions, and fee it an 

cumbent duty to give up many little points for the ſake of peace: 

ever to ſtapd upon needleſs punctilios, or ftrenuouſly contend for 

r own humours and fancies, with determinate reſolution to carry 

ir point at all events. We ought to hide every thing we can 

onſiſtent with truth and a good conſcience) of the weakneſs and 

—_ p<ricctions of our brethren ; and put the mildeſt conſtruction on 

Weir failings. and the mantle of love over their weakneſſes: to ſtand 

: 8 the utmoſt diſtance from ſelf importance; cultivating a becoming 
—_ rc and humble deportment : eſteeming others better than 

rſelves: Rom. 14. 19. Let us therefore follow after the things 

ich make for peace: Eph. 4. 3. Endeavour to keep the unity of the 

t in the bond of peace. 2 Cor. 13. 14. Live in peace, and the 

8 0 of love and peace foall be auith you. | 

* __- Members of chriſtian communities, ought to ſhew a tender ſym- 

*- hetic concern to, and for each other in every time of trouble : 

1 ccable to the apoſtolice injunction, Miurn with thije that 

2X mu. un 
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urn, Wc. this ſympathy ought to be ſhewn in their perſonal, ani 
relative, temporal and ſpiritual tffals : whatever their affliction 
may ariſe from, we ought as fellow members comfort one anqther, 
and bear each others burden ; th viſit them as often as our circum- 
| Nance and fituation will admit of; and communicate according ty 
the ability which God hath given us; without this, we ſhall not 
be able to ſhew our Jove to, or concern for them. Surely if Jeſus 
ſympathize with, we ought not to deſpiſe them: Rom. 12. 13 
Gal. 6. 10. Do good unto all men eſpecially to the houſehold of faith, 
Happy would it be for the churches of Chriſt, if this - communica 
tive diſpoſition prevailed more; eſpecially in ſpiritual ſubjects, Wl 
Perhaps no opportunities have been more owned of God, then con-. 
ference and prayer meetings have. 55 1 
Perſons allied together in the bonds of the goſpel, ought to watch 
over one another; not as the vulture watches over the prey; with 
deſire or deſign to take advantage, but in order to apprize them of i 
danger, ward off calamities, to prevent them bringing reproach on 
the good ways of God, to reprove them when neceſſary, to reſtot Wil 
when fallen in the ſpirit of meekneſs : Eph. 5. 2. Walb in love. 
In church relation, we are called upon to bear with one another; 
and not bear hard upon each other ; It is a ſure ſign of a declining 
tate in ſpiritual concerns, when we ſink into a cenſorious, uncha- Wil 
ritable diſpoſition ; when the Soul is moſt ſpiritual in its actings; al 
though it hath the keeneſt averſion to ſin, yet it can bear the molt i 
with the weakneſſes of others: Rom. 15. 1. Ve then that are frog 
ought y bear the infirmitie; of the weak, and not to pleaſe our{clues. ll 
Gal. 6. 1, 2. Nevei give place to the devil, nor imitate that ma- 
lignant ſpirit in any reſpect; but carefully copy after the meck, 
loving, and compaſhonate Jeſus, when he faith to his ſleeping dil- 
ciples,T he ſpirit is willing, but the fleſh is weak. No temper is more: 
remote from the genius* of the goſpel, and a proper ſenſe of our own 
corruptions: without a due care, and caution in this part of our 
conduct, we ſhall make our connection unprofitable, yea {ink it 
into contempt. = 
It is the duty of church members to pray for one another, and 
for all the followers of the Lamb; eſpecially for thoſe in ſo near a 
relation; many are the weakneſſes and wants of the Saints: ſurely Wl 
we ought to plead for each other before the throne of God, that he ll 
would ſupply, keep, and comfort us; make us peaceful and prol- 
perous. Let Zion at large ſhare in your fervent breathings, nl 
eſpecially the particular church you belong to. We are cal- nl 
ed to this by the word of God, and the circumſtances of his people, 
who are ſometimes in ſuch throbbing forrows, as almoſt incapac!” wy 
2 them to attend unto it. m fo iroubled that I cannot ſpeak, Z A | 
Itis Uebe on members of churchcs to be conſtant, and con- 
| ” 1 | = ſcientio ns 
3 


Entious in aſſembling together for worſhip 2 conſtant in hearing 
word preached, prayer meetings, church meetings, and ordi- 
aces : never loitering, or laviſhing away any of theſe opporty- 


ded with pernicious conſequences to many, and might be ſo to 
your miniſter wounded, your brethrens minds grieved and 
urbed, and your own ſouls injured : for none can ſay what m 
loſt by ſuch a conduct. Such a behaviour would be fatal to the 
ereſt, for what one may do, many, yea all might; then it is 
to ſee what the conſequences would be. It is ſaid of primitive 
riſtians, that they continued ſtedfaſtly in the apoſtles doctrine, 
breaking of bread and in prayer. or | 

We ought to attend conſcientiouſly as well as conſtantly ; not 
a trifling, careleſs manner; or when the ſervice is half over to 


act ſuch a part, let it never be ſaid, or ſeen that you do ſo : let 
kr ſeats never be empty, when the pulpit is occupied: be ſtudi- 
ly careful how, and what you hear; never give into that dron- 
deportment of lumbering, or ſleeping ; or that contemptuous- 


det duct of toſſiag the leaves of your books about; remembering 
ing are come to hear and not read there: watch againſt a gadding, 
ha- ing, unſteady behaviour there; _ remember that the eye of 
00 d ſurveys your conduct. Gen. 28. 17. How dreadful is this 
19 


e { this is none other than the houſe of God. Read Ecc. 5, 1. Acts 
33. In ſhort, it behoves members of Chriſtian community to 
patterns of holineſs to each other; their works ſhould ſhine be- 
all. As we have named the name of Chriſt, we ought to 
Wart from iniquity : every ſtation and relation of life ſhould be 
fully regarded, at home, abroad, in things civil or ſacred; to 
w and practiſe our duties to ſuperiors, equals, and inferiors ; 
ontinue to ſhew the ſame loyalty and love to your King, and 
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yourſelves good ſubjects, good neighbours, good huſbands or 


s, maſters or ſervants, parents and children, tradeſmen or la- 


and rere, &c. A due regard to theſe things, will evince that you 
ari how to demcan yourſelves in the church of God. See a fur- 
1 [ . on theſe things in Dr. Gill's Body of Practical 
1 1. 3 5 5 : | 
rol- | aving hinted: at ſome of the duties incumbent on you as mem 
0 , of churches, we ſhall now briefly ſhew how they ought to be 
all þ rmed, As the cauſe of God an religion is of a ſolemn nature 
5 certainly it ought not to be attended to in a trifling, careleſs, 


eerent manner; but with the greateſt ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity. 
Y had better trifle with all, than with God and thethings of eter- 
; conſequently they ought to be performed with all 2 


ties but upon urgent neceſſity: a contrary conduct would be at- 


diſturbing, and incommoding the whole congregation : who- 


dence to magiſtrates as Proteſtant Diſſenters have N done: 


— 


You ought to perform theſe duties in a wiſe, prudent manner II 


not with raſh precipitancy, or unguarded temerity. If ever wi tn 
dum is proper to direct, or prudence to be diſplayed, they appeu in 
neceſſary to a right diſcharge of theſe duties. 6 . 


The duties incumbent upon you, ought to be regarded in a dili- eo 
gent, and conſtant way: a diligent, even, regular deportment, het 
becomes religion: extreams never laſt long. Thoſe who appear 
all fire, too frequently and ſuddenly turn to ice : a regular,unifyrm 
conduct, and fteady pace are moſt likely to wear the beſt. Hence 
it is faid, Be not weary in well doing. ho | | 
Whatever you do, it ought to be done faithfully ; without hypo- 
criſy or partiality ; not preferring one before another; not con- 
niving at {in in yourſelves or others. 1 Tim. 5. 21. I charge the 
before Ged and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the elect angels, that thou ob-. 
ſerve theſe things without preferring oue before another, doing nothing 
by partiality. Beloved what thou deft, do Frey ty 3 
In a word, what you do in a way of duty for God and his cauſe, 
ougght to be done cheerfully, not by compulſion or force; but from 
the noble ſprings of love and gratitude, ever remembering, when 
you have done all, you are unprofitable ſcrvants. a 
The motives to enforce a ſteady, regular, diligent diſcharge of 
duty are numerous and folemn. You were formed by God ſor ſer- 
vice, and ought to ſignalize yourſelves by a magnanimity of ſoul, 
too great to bend to trifles, or ſtoop to ſordid deligns. If you con- 
ſider God, your ſelves or others, you will find, dear brethren, a ſo- 
lemn ſomething, to ſtir you up to act for his cauſe. We might 
mention the purity of worſhip you are honoured with; freedom i 
from types and ſhadows, popery and ceremonies, human forms, and 
filly fopperies ; a right to chooſe your own miniſters, &c. but we 
ſhall wave theſe ideas, and hint at the following things, as motives 
to ſtir you up to diligence and delight in the cauſe of religion. 
Are you the choſen of God whom he has loy'd with an everlaſt- Wi 
ing love, and made eternal proviſion for? Are you the purchaſe of 
if Retour: blood, for whom hegrappled with enemies, groan'd 
under a weight of wrath, and weltered under ſorrow ? Are you the 
workmanſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, who hath quicken'd you when 
dead, guided when wandering, confirm'd you when wavering, and 
ſcal'd you when deſerv'd tobe ſilent in darkneſs? Are you interell- nn 
ed in the counſels, covenant, promiſes, and ſpecial providence 9 
God? Do you profeſs to believe the diſtinguiſhing doctrings ofel«c- nl 
tion, particular Redemption, efficacious Grace, final Perſeverance nl 
&c ? are you enroll'd among the tribes of God's Iſrael, honoured © 
with a name amongſt the precious ſons of Zion? are you favoured "> 
with pure goſpel ordinances, ſuitable means of inſtruction in righ- 
teouſneſs ? do Angels care for, and watch over you? is Earth wit nn 
all its beauty, creatures with all their uſefulneſs, and heaven my 2 


1 1 


ll its glory, Vours ? then | ſurely, you ought to conſider theſe 


hings as motives to ſtic you up to diligence in your ſeveral duties 


worthy of your ſupreme affection; the truths you embrace are ac- 


Lometh when no Man can work. 


and zeal in the church of God, is, that you have a kind and om- 
nipotent Saviour who will make all grace abound toward you; 


yp0- ho will aid you in the diſcharge of duty, commend you in it, 
con- and reward you for it. Heb. 4. 15. For we have not an high Prieſt 
the who cannot be touched with feeling of our infirmities &c. 2 Cor. 9, 
4 ob- 3. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you ; that ye al- 


- ays having all ſufficiency in all things may abound to every good work. 
Read Rev. 3. 10, 11 a | | 


use We wiſh you to conſitler how the glory of God is link'd with 
from your conduct; when you s church Members are regardleſs. of 


ruth, negligent in order, vicious in your lives, mingle with the 
orld in luxury, vanity and diſſipation; when you are looſe and 


re of rothy, carelcſs and cozening in your dealings ;* how is our God 
ſer- liſhondur'd? On the contrary, when you fill up your relation 
oul, ith honour, keep your ſtations, are ſteady, uniform and zealous 
on- What honour doth this bring to God? Herrin is my Father glori- 
 fo- fred if ye bear much Fruit. John 15. 8. C 


The thoughts, of others likewiſe, ought to ſtir you up to vigo- 
ous exertion of Soul in the ſervice of God. Have you not Fami- 


whole of your deportment. O that you may take the feeble by 
he hand, and wiſely conduct them in the paths of truth and piety; 


laſt- and never lay a ſtumbling block before them: Surely your Fami- 
e of Wes muſt lie near your hearts; if you are not the means of their 
an'd onverſion, you may be pure from their blood. 5 

the It ought to be your concern to ſtop the mouths of gainſayers, to 
hen affe the Infidel tribe, and confound the ſchemes and malignant 
and eſigns of the Devil, who wants to raſe the foundation of the 
relt- hurch. We would therefore dear Brethren, addreſs all the paſ- 
e of 3 ons you are poſſe(s'd of; we wiſh by every argument of a ſolemn, 
lec- ¶oving, pathetic nature to woo you to the ſervice ; from the love 
ance ou have to God; the fear you ought to ſhew to him ; the hope 
ured E have in him; from the gratitude you owe to him ; from the 
ured 8 rinciple of ſelf-love which is interwoven in our nature; and thoſe 


1 ts of true benevolence we 6ught to ſhew to others, to ſhine as 
EO: lohts in this dark world; if you don't who muſt ? You are Mem- 
; FI FE, B 5 „„ >> "bub 


in the church of God. Prove you eſteem the God you worſhip | 


cording to Godlinefs ; the worſhip you engage in, is what the 
eternal God has preſetib'd. Brethren, the time is ſhort, the Night 


Another animating motive to ſtir you up to vigilance, activity 


ies and Friends, whom you wiſh to be holy, humble, honorable 
ind happy? Then ſurely you ought to be circumſpect in the 


— _ = 


bers of this Body, with whom you ought te ſympathize.—Inkt 
bicants in this City of our God, whoſe laws, and orders you ought 


that you are tae objects of heaven's diſtinguiſhing care: Dignih 
ed with honours, loaded with mercies,under laws that are excellenk 


If you with to honour you to be honourable yourſel ves; to 


followers of God as dear Children. 


bliſhed laws of heaven ; ſubvert the deſigns of God, and rend 


id ia making the Gar 


moſt certainly is endangering, and riſking the poſſeſſion of em; 


. Auen 
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to regard - Reſidents in this houſe, and ſhould be concern'd fa 
the credit, comfort, and welfare of tne Family Plants in thy 
Garden, which ought to emit a fragrant qdour— V ines in this 
Vin-yard, which oughto yield exhilerating fruit Seed in thi 
Field, and ought to produce a plentiful crop. — We have ſhew 


whoſe un:on is cloſe, whoſe obligations are numerous and increaſing 
who are ſtewards of a variety of gifts, grace, ordinances and o 
portunities, which you ought to conſider you are accountable tg 


comiortable together in your relation; encouraging to your M. 
niltcrs ; repel your adyerſcrjes; encqurage the timorous ; happy! 
life, honorable at death, and triumphant in glory for ever: 


Wich reſpect to the eff. cts and conſequences reſulting from 
proper r_gard to them, they are many and ſolemn : The motiv 
already mention'd clearly evince this: Beſides theſe we ſhall brief 
hint at the following. An indifference about the Church of G0 
fuiiyd=clarcs that his glory appears too remote from, or is not ſul 
ficien ly impreſs'd upon our hearts; A diſregard to the praftical 

zart of chriitianity, is a bold, and daring attempt to alter the et: 


abortive the very end 9 our - new creation, and ſpirtual relation Wi 
den of the Lord like a deſart; and is trying 

dangerous experiment, whether Zion's God pays any regard to ns 

own honour. A neglect of, and trifling with the things of Gol 


is encouraging the wicked, drawing a gloom over the whole ſee 
of Chriſtianity ; yea, it is a leaving the door open for the very it 
roads of Hell, if not furniſhing our Enemy with pointed dat 
dipt in gall to throw at ys. | 3 
On the contrary, what may not a Church expect, who wal 
together agreeable to the commands of God? What can't th 
joint Prayers draw down from their covenant Father? What pn 
tection and priviledges may not they expect? A Church walkin 
together agreeable to the prefcrib'd rules, may, upon the ſur 
ground expect the preſence, ſmiles and bleſſing of God. Plan 
132. 13, 14. „ | 
By this means a peqple are likely to have their mercies and pi 
viledges continued. It is always a non-improvement of privil« 
es that provokes God to take them from a people. The Jevil 
nation, and the Aſiatic churches fully evince this —Read 21 Mat 


ö 
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Another blefling ſuch a people may expect, (and a very great 

ugh eit is) they are the moſt likely to be free from hypocrites aul 

a believers ; not but Churches who are the moſt circumſpect may 
deceiv'd, yet theſe are the leaſt liable to be impos'd upon. 


Likewiſe this will have a tendency to draw and allure young. 
nverts: Our Vines have tender grapes. The coldneſs and care 
lity of Church Members, have frequently checked the ſpirit'of 
niWquirers ; while the livelineſs and activity of others, have en- 


lent uraged them in the ways of God. Churche walking together 

aſing the faith and fear of God are the beſt proof againſt the power and 

op icy of Satan, while the careleſs and carnal become an eaſy prey: 
ſuch a deportment the very arduous work and employ of Oth- 


s amongſt you will be much facilitated ; whereas leannels and 
guor always increaſe their burden. Lea you Will have more 
yment, brighter hopes of Heaven, and be train'd up for glory. 
"hus, dear Brethren, we have with feeling concern im- 
ted our cordial adyice; to which we ſhall add our fervent Pray- 
that you may know more diſtinctly, and practiſe more freely 
ſpiritually, every part of duty which you are called to in this 
Wh, this honourable relation: That you may enjay all the ſweets _ 


rief | | 

Gol Eion's Hill; be training up for the full enjoyment of God in 
(uf Church triumphant, warre duties will be delightful, darkneſs 
* eli'd, and you with the thouſands. of the redeemed, fit down 


Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob in the Kingdom of your Father. 
nd now. B ethren, we commend van ta God, and the word of his 
e, which is able to build you up, and to ive you an inherirunce 
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tion 8 
ing! g all them which are ſanctiſied. With our fervent Prayers, that 
to love may abound yet more and more in all knowledge, and in all 
Cent. That ye may approve things that are exreltent ; that ye may 
TT a and without offence till the day 0 Chriſt : Being filled with 
on p 425 of righteouſ.eſs, which are by Jeſus Chriſt unto the glory and 
y ſe of God. Always abounding in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch 
dt know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. wo 
wil Signed on Behalf of the Brethren, _ 
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riled- x eſday evening being me OY — if "* | 

| . , g met, after prayer and chuſing a Mode- 
+> ef s from the ſeveral churches being read, and minutes 

| dei contents, we concluded in prayer. Next morning a 
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1 wn aſter 1 0 Fefock, 1 we met 0 for * r and dther g 
0 ment. At a quarter after ten o clock, the Ablie meeting 
Be. | —— Butler and Brother Fuller prayed ; "Brother s neing © Pre 
8 Zed frem Rev. 2. 1. Ibo wwalketh in the nig of the } even 12 
ett. Brother Evans prayed zond Brother Ryland. Seh oY 
2 om x Cur. 6. 17. But he thut is Joined: to ah Lord is. 1 
— Brother Hall concluded in prayer. At half an hour after e 3 
tdher Skinner prayed; Brother Smith preached from 1 Pet. 25 
e whim coming. as unto a living fone, diſallowed indeed f , 
den of God and precious. Brother Guy concluded in prayer, 
ume evening after public ſervice was ended, the contents of i 
_cireularletter were read; ſeveral alterations were made, and it 
BE | ordered to-be printed. 
1 On Thurſday morning we met for prayer; and communith 
--—& our experience (as miniſters) in the courſe of the laſt y 1 "wi 
FM we find on many accounts, very endearing and uſeful. Fa 
3 a _ arcÞ circumfſtanced both in church and fate, as to need 1 pri 
: hh ers of every good man; it would be very deſirable, . and (what 
7 would mioit carneftly recomend to Maſters of Families to (pl 
"thoſe affecting ſcenes before, God; & for churches not to be unmig 
ful of them. At one o'clock the Allociation d was concluded 
|; e N 5 4 


* 5 5 E. ; — 5 4 * 9 
Auel ee the Churches 3 0 8125 We The 6f theſe wg 
+ | uf ; - Letter. 5 5 we 1 i 


#e 2 
* s 


— * ' w af . 2 "7 x ” N 8 


23; 9 3 24 are dead 

| Diminihed - IE = = -- 59 % l — and] 
8 eee, "_ 

Increaſe —— > 23 = 
' The derb Alldciation to 8 held at Ska, _ 
" Whitſun week. Miniſters and Meſſengers to meet the even 25 N 
fore. Brother Gill and Brother Hall to preach ; . and 2 | 
failure, Brother Fuller and Brother R Minifters and ]. * 
ſengers put up at an OY — nodatei 
the WooLPACK. | Ss i 
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